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YEAR-END CLOSE OUT REPORT
MACKINAW CITY'S WATERWORKS PARK COASTAL INTERPRETIVE
LOW-COST CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

During the implementation period of this project, the Mackinaw City Council
offically renamed Waterworks Park to Wawatam Park and redesigned the park entrance
sign as specified in the coastal program agreement accordingly. The four inter-
pretive signs, including a flag and stack chart of Great Lakes and ocean vessels
commonly passing through the Straits of Mackinac, an informational sign on native
Indians, and historical signs on the Straits of Mackinac as well as the Mackinac
Coat and Mackinaw Boat have been ordered through the firm of Land Planning and
Design Associates of East Lansing, Michigan. These signs have already been
finalized and are being embedded with fiberglass at a manufacturing plant located
out-of-state. The Village has already received the steel stands which the signs
will be mounted on with a special all weather gpoxy similiar to the signs which
were installed three years ago. The location of the signs will remain at the
interpretive observation platform as described in the contract. The fifth sign,
a park entrance sign, is currently being manufactured by a local craftsman and
will, most likely, not be installed until early spring of 1983. C(City employees,
however, have begun work with a mason from the area to coWtruct a field stone

mortared base to which the park entrance sign will be mounted.

The interpretive/observation platform is completed and was constrdcted in
accordance with the provisions of the agreement. It is located in the northeast
corner of Wawatam Park and is connected to the bathroom facilities which were
also recently completed (under a grant from another federal program) by means
of a concrete walkway. The removal of the old Village watertower from the park
property allowed for the early completion of the walkway and provides for easy
accessibility to the platform for the elderly and handicapped. Installation

- of viewers which are provided to the Village's park system by the iocal Lion's

Club has been started by the Village DPW crew and will be completed soon. The
photographs which accompany this narrative were taken before this work began

and will not show. “he work completed to date. Large boulders have been placed
around the perimeter of the raised platform to serve as a retaining wall. Two
metal stands have been placed in the concrete platform, one on which the flag
and stack chart will be mounted. The other stand already has a sign mounted

on it (a map of the Straits area with descriptive narkative) which had to be

relocated before the observation platform was constructed. This sign was originally

installed by the Village of Mackinaw City with Coastal Management Program funds
awarded three years ago. e
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The pedestrian access walkway was completely constructed with concrete be-
cause of the early dismantling of the old watertower. The direction of fall
would have prevented a concrete walkway along 120 feet so as nat to be damaged
during the scraping of the old tank. The entire length of the walkway, con-
structed with concrete rather than with limestone chips, was made possible
with the removal of the watertower and received prior approval by DNR personnel
of the Michigan Coastal Management Program. )

The shoreline restoration for the purpose of protecting the various inter-
pretive facilities located in Wawatam Park was undertaken and completed before
installation of the other improvements. The Village contracted with the firm
of Martin Construction Company to perform this element of the project. After
securing all necessary permits (NEMCOG assisted in the permit application process),
the contractor removed all existing unsightly and unsafe rubble along the shore-
line in the park and installed approximately 150 tons of natural cobble. This
cobble was then covered with a filter cloth to allow for the passage of water
while preventing the underlying material from being washed away. The shoreline
work was completed with the placement of about 250 tons of dolemite rock, averaging
between 1-3 tons each.

In summary, the Village of Mackinaw City has completed aphroximate]y 99%
of this coastal interpretive project. The only uncompleted task which remains

~ is the delivery of the interpretive signs from Land Planning and Design Associates.

It is too late in the season to adequate]y‘or safely mount these signs for

1982 beéause of the cold weather to use the epoxy. The Village will mount

the signs during spring of 1983, prior to the Memorial-holiday weekend which
signals the offical start of the annual tourist season. Sketches of all five

signs provided for in this agreement have been attached to this report to-illustrate

‘the design and information of the sign contents which could not be provided

in the black and white photographs.

The Village will maintain Wawatam Park with regular appropriations from our
general fund monies. '

Sincerely,

Ronald E. Wallin
Village President
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